UB Law Forum
Volume 9
Number 1 Winter 1996

Article 10

1-1-1996

Building Bridges to Practice
UB Law Forum

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.law.buffalo.edu/ub_law_forum

Recommended Citation
UB Law Forum (1996) "Building Bridges to Practice," UB Law Forum: Vol. 9 : No. 1 , Article 10.
Available at: https://digitalcommons.law.buffalo.edu/ub_law_forum/vol9/iss1/10

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Alumni Publications at Digital Commons @ University
at Buffalo School of Law. It has been accepted for inclusion in UB Law Forum by an authorized editor of Digital
Commons @ University at Buffalo School of Law. For more information, please contact lawscholar@buffalo.edu.

••• ••• •

BUILDIN6 NEW

BHIDDES

TO PRACTICE
e ngaged in the educati ona l process. and research institutes
or c lusters w ill e nco urage collaborati ve proble m-solving
and study.
The Professional Educati on Project report to Judge
Kaye w ill hig hlig ht UB' s New Cu rric ulu m al ong wi th
selec ted innovati o ns at other law schools. It also is likely
to include recomme ndations w ith respect to continuing
legal educati on, tra nsi tio nal programs for new attorneys.
and modest c ha n ges in the Bar Exam and admission
process. The Rep~rt w ill e ncourage greater collaboration
between law schools and the practicing bar. as well as
adequate attenti on to practi ce skills and values in law
school c urric ul a .
Judge Jo e ph Su ll ivan (Appellate Division. Fir. t
Department) is chair of the Professio nal Educati on
Project, a nd the Final Re port thu s w ill be rcrerred to as
the ''S ullivan Committee Re port. " Haywood Burns o f
CUNY Law School a nd Helaine Barnett of the Legal A id
Society in New York C it y a re v ice-chairs. Law sehoul
me mbe rs of the Project, in add ition to Professor Pitegoff
of UB Law, inc lude Professors Curtis Be rger and Conrad
Johnson of Columbia. Dean Rud olph Has! of St. Johns.
a nd Professor Randy He rtz of New York Univers ity. The
commi ttee also includes re prese ntat ives from the Board or
Bar Examine rs. expe rts in con tinuing legal edu cati on.
<; late court j udges . and leade rs of s tate and regiona l bar
assoc iations in New York. includin g Robe rt Macerate.
Professo r Pi tegoll an ti c ipates that the Su lli van
Committee Report w ill be "diplomatic in presenta tio n,
wi th modest recom me ndations ... Among its strengths,
says Pitegotl. is tha t ··the Re port documents an impressive
array o f innovati ve law sc hool prog ram s and cont inuing
legal education opportunities. And. it w ill he lp fue l the
engine for const ructive change in New York's legal pro~
fession."+

niversity at Buffalo Law School students are among the first in the
nation to benefit from an innovative
series of "bridge" courses that
emphasize practical knowledge and
information to enhance their skills.
The intensive bridge courses are part of
the enriched New Curriculum that is now
being implemented to better prepare graduates to "cross over" from classroom learning
to actual law practice. Students are able to
select from an extensive menu of concentrated courses in practice skills, technology and
professional issues.
R. Nils Olsen Jr., Vice Dean for Academic
Affairs, says the practice-oriented courses
were specifically designed to be taken in a
three-week period between semesters. The
first series was offered in January and
February.
First-year law students are required to
take one mandatory course from among
choices including:
• Counseling
• Mass Tort Litigation
• The Lawyer's Role in Negotiation
• Advocacy for Reform
• Disability Issues
• Regulating Pollution
• Products and the Law
• Real Estate Financing Transactions
Upper division students may select elective bridge courses from among 14 "hot" topics, including:
• Advanced Computers - students learn
to use the Internet as an information source,
as well as the legal application of hypertext
programs, and CPM for lawsuit schedu ling.
• Advanced Contracts: Technical
Licensing - students analyze recent cases
and review rights under patent trademark,
copyright, trade secret law and limits to con-
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• MAKING THEIR CASE
• auspicious
Research and Writing students end an
year with oral arguments
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s the c urtain went d own on the 1995 academi c year, UB
Law Sc hool alumni/ae played maj or roles in the minidrama that was the c ulmin ation of the school's new
Research and Writing Program .
First-yea r law stude nts who were comple ting the
ina ug ural year of the program - designed to d evelop soph isticated analy ti cal, writing a nd prese ntat ion ski lls - de monstrated what they lea rned in a moot-court-sty le se ries of a rg ume nts. A bout 50 UB Law alumni/ae and fac ult y acted as
judges and provided feedback .
The alumni/ae pa rticipation re fl ected inte nse inte rest in
the Researc h and W riti ng Program , a key e le me nt of the Law
School's New C urric ulum .
"So muc h o f w hat we do as lawyers in vo lves research
a nd communicati o n," says Da n D. Kahane ' 79. a mem be r of
the W estern New York law firm of Hurw it z & Fine who
se rved as a judge fo r the a rg ume nts. " You really need the
ability to find a n a nswer to a pro ble m and effecti ve ly communicate it, whethe r in writing o r o ra lly. Those sk ill s a re o f c rit ical impo rta nce to a new lawye r as we ll as to a more seni or
lawyer. ... I think this prog ram is a te rri fic addi tion to the c urric u Ium ."
Professor Luc inda M. Finle y. direc to r of the prog ram .
noted th a t altho ug h on ly a sma ll proporti o n o f attorneys w ill
e ve r have to stand up in a cou rtroom and delive r an a rg ume nt.
it 's importan t for a ll lawye rs to ha ve th a t ab il it y .
·' Even if someone never w ind s up being in co urt," she
says. " they may have to prese nt research ve rbally to a clie nt
or to anothe r lawyer. We are teac h ing stude nt s legal reaso n ing
and a nalyt ic ski lls an d the ab ilit y to thi nk on the ir feet - to
co mm uni cate o rall y in add itio n to in writi ng, and to respond
on the spot to a probing questio n."
The cases a rg ued in the e nd-of-the-year event, Finley
sa ys. were .. all d rawn from and we re very closely based on
real cases" before the New York Sta te a nd fede ral a ppe llate
courts. They were:
• A religious freedom/Fi rst Amend ment case ste mm ing
from a U .S. Supre me Cou rt d ec is ion that sa id sc hool districts
may not s ponsor praye r. bu t le ft open the quest ion of what
ha ppe ns w he n students dema nd a prayer. fo r exam p le a t a
g rad uation ceremony .
• An arg ume nt ove r whet he r a n injunction tha t keeps protes ters a ce rt ain distance awa y from abo rtion c linics violares

A

UBLAW

······ ············· ···
FORUM

······················
WiiiiC'r
199(>

22

